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Message Four
The History of the Ark and the Tabernacle

RA Hymns: 1131, 838
Scripture Reading: 1 Sam. 4:1—7:2

And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. And Israel went forth against the Philistines in battle;
and they encamped near Eben-ezer, and the Philistines encamped in Aphek.
And the Philistines arrayed themselves against Israel; and when the battle spread, Israel was
struck down before the Philistines. And they slew about four thousand men of the array in the
field.
And when the people came to the camp, the elders of Israel said, Why has Jehovah struck us
down today before the Philistines? Let us take for ourselves the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah
from Shiloh that it may come into our midst, and thus save us from the hand of our enemies.
So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they took up from there the Ark of the Covenant of
Jehovah of hosts who is enthroned between the cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and
Phinehas, were there with the Ark of the Covenant of God.
And when the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah came into the camp, all Israel shouted with a great
shout, and the earth resounded.
And the Philistines heard the sound of the shout and said, What does the sound of this great
shout in the camp of the Hebrews mean? Then they found out that the Ark of Jehovah had come
into their camp.
And the Philistines were afraid, for they said, God has come into their camp. And they said, Woe
to us! For there has never been such a thing as this before.
Woe to us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? These are the gods that
struck the Egyptians with every kind of plague in the wilderness.
Be strong and be men, O Philistines, lest you become servants to the Hebrews as they have been
servants to you. Be men then and fight.
And the Philistines fought, and they struck Israel; and every man fled to his tent. And there was a
very great slaughter, for thirty thousand foot soldiers of Israel fell.
And the Ark of God was taken, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.
And a man of Benjamin ran from the array and came to Shiloh on the same day, with his clothes
torn and earth upon his head.
And when he came, there was Eli, sitting on his seat by the roadside watching; for his heart
trembled for the Ark of God. And when the man came to tell the news to the city, the whole city
cried out.
And when Eli heard the sound of the cry, he said, What does this sound of commotion mean?
And the man hurried and came and told Eli.
Now Eli was ninety-eight years old; and his eyes were set, and he could not see.
And the man said to Eli, | am he who has come from the array, and | fled from the array today.
And he said, How did the matter go, my son?
And he who brought the news answered and said, Israel fled before the Philistines, and there was
a great slaughter among the people; and even your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead;
and the Ark of God has been taken.
And when he mentioned the Ark of God, Eli fell from off his seat backward by the side of the gate.
And he broke his neck and died, for he was an old man and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty
years.
And his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant, about to deliver; and when she
heard the report that the Ark of God had been taken and that her father-in-law and her husband
had died, she bowed down and gave birth, for her pains came upon her.
And around the time that she died, the women who stood around her said, Do not fear, for you
have borne a son. But she did not answer or pay attention.
And she named the child Ichabod, meaning, The glory has departed from Israel, because the Ark
of God had been taken and because of her father-in-law and her husband.
And she said, The glory has departed from Israel, for the Ark of God has been taken.
When the Philistines took the Ark of God, they brought it from Eben-ezer to Ashdod.
And the Philistines took the Ark of God and brought it into the house of Dagon, and they set it
next to Dagon.
And when the Ashdodites arose early the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face to the
ground, before the Ark of Jehovah. And they took Dagon and put him back in his place.

41



1 Sam 5:4

1 Sam 5:5
1 Sam 5:6
1 Sam 5:7

1 Sam 5:8

1 Sam 5:9
1 Sam 5:10
1 Sam 5:11
1 Sam 5:12
1 Sam 6:1
1 Sam 6:2

1 Sam 6:3

1 Sam 6:4

1 Sam 6:5

1 Sam 6:6
1 Sam 6:7
1 Sam 6:8

1 Sam 6:9

1 Sam 6:10
1 Sam 6:11

1 Sam 6:12

1 Sam 6:13

1 Sam 6:14

1 Sam 6:15

1 Sam 6:16
1 Sam 6:17

And when they arose early in the morning of the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face to
the ground, before the Ark of Jehovah. And Dagon's head and the palms of his hands were cut
off, lying on the threshold; only Dagon's trunk was left to him.

Because of this, neither the priests of Dagon nor any who enter the house of Dagon tread upon
Dagon's threshold in Ashdod to this day.

But the hand of Jehovah was heavy upon the Ashdodites, and He devastated them and struck
them with tumors, even Ashdod and its borders.

And when the men of Ashdod saw that it was so, they said, The Ark of the God of Israel cannot
stay with us, for His hand is hard on us and on Dagon our god.

Therefore they sent for and gathered all the lords of the Philistines to themselves, and they said,
What shall we do with the Ark of the God of Israel? And they said, Let the Ark of the God of Israel
be brought around to Gath. And they brought the Ark of the God of Israel there.

Then after they brought it there, the hand of Jehovah was against the city, causing a very great
panic. And He struck the men of the city, from small to great; and they broke out with tumors.
Then they sent the Ark of God to Ekron. But when the Ark of God came to Ekron, the Ekronites
cried out, saying, They have brought the Ark of the God of Israel around to us to kill us and our people.
And they sent for and gathered all the princes of the Philistines, and they said, Send away the Ark
of the God of Israel; and let it return to its place, so that it does not kill us and our people. For the
panic of death was throughout the whole city. The hand of God was very heavy there,

And the men who did not die were stricken with tumors. And the cry of the city went up to heaven.
Now the Ark of Jehovah was in the country of the Philistines seven months.

And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners and said, What shall we do with the Ark
of Jehovah? Make known to us how we should send it forth to its place.

And they said, If you send away the Ark of the God of Israel, do not send it away empty, but be
sure to return Him a trespass offering. Then you will be healed, and it will be made known to you
why His hand has not turned away from you.

And they said, What is the trespass offering that we should return to Him? And they said, Five
golden tumors and five golden mice, according to the number of the lords of the Philistines; for
one plague was upon you all and upon your lords.

Therefore you shall make images of your tumors and images of your mice that devastate the land,
and you shall give glory to the God of Israel; perhaps He will lighten His hand on you and your
gods and your land.

Why then should you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts?
When He had dealt severely with them, did they not let the people go, and they went?

So now take and prepare a new cart and two milch cows on which the yoke has never come, and
tie the cows to the cart, and bring their calves home, away from them.

And take the Ark of Jehovah and put it on the cart; and in a box by the side of it, place the articles
of gold which you are returning to Him as a trespass offering; and send it away that it may go.
Then watch: If it goes up toward its own border at Beth-shemesh, it is He who has done us this
great harm. But if it does not, we will know that it was not His hand that struck us; it happened to
us by chance.

And the men did so and took two milch cows and tied them to the cart and shut up their calves at
home.

And they put the Ark of Jehovah on the cart with the box and the gold mice and the images of
their tumors.

And the cows went straight in the way toward Beth-shemesh; they went on one road, lowing as
they went; and they did not turn to the right or to the left. And the lords of the Philistines went after
them as far as the border of Beth-shemesh.

Now the people of Beth-shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley. And when they
lifted up their eyes and saw the Ark, they rejoiced to see it.

And the cart came into the field of Joshua the Beth-shemeshite and stood still there. And there
was a great stone there. And they split up the wood of the cart and offered up the cows as a burnt
offering to Jehovah.

Then the Levites took down the Ark of Jehovah and the box that was with it, in which were the
articles of gold; and they placed them on the great stone. And the men of Beth-shemesh offered
up burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices that day to Jehovah.

And when the five lords of the Philistines saw this, they returned to Ekron that day.

And these are the gold tumors that the Philistines returned to Jehovah as a trespass offering: for
Ashdod, one; for Gaza, one; for Ashkelon, one; for Gath, one; for Ekron, one;
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And the gold mice, according to the number of all the cities of the Philistines that belonged to the
five lords, both of fortified cities and country villages, as far as the great stone on which they
rested the Ark of Jehovah, which is there to this day, in the field of Joshua the Beth-shemeshite.
And He struck the men of Beth-shemesh because they looked into the Ark of Jehovah; and He
struck seventy men among the people. And the people mourned because Jehovah struck the
people with a great slaughter.

And the men of Beth-shemesh said, Who can stand before Jehovah, this holy God? And to whom
shall He go up from us?

And they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, saying, The Philistines have
returned the Ark of Jehovah; come down and take it up to you.

And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the Ark of Jehovah and brought it to the house of
Abinadab on the hill, and they consecrated Eleazar his son to keep the Ark of Jehovah.

And it was a long time from the day that the Ark began to abide in Kiriath-jearim, for it was twenty

I.

II.

years. And all the house of Israel lamented after Jehovah.

Christ has gained us so that we might gain Him in order for God to be built
into us and for us to be built into Him to become a corporate God-man, the
reality of the church as the tabernacle of God, which is the house of the living
God, the mutual abode of God and man—Phil. 3:8, 12-14; John 1:14; Reyv.
21:2-3; 7:15; 1 Tim. 3:15; John 14:2, 23.
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John 14:23

But moreover | also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom | have suffered the loss of all
things and count them as refuse that | may gain Christ

Not that | have already obtained or am already perfected, but | pursue, if even | may lay
hold of that for which | also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus.

Brothers, | do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing | do: Forgetting the
things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before,

| pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward.
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as
of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

And | saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband.

And | heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God Himself will
be with them and be their God.

Because of this they are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His
temple; and He who sits upon the throne will tabernacle over them.

But if | delay, | write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.

In My Father's house are many abodes; if it were not so, | would have told you; for | go to
prepare a place for you.

Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father
will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him.

In order to enter into the reality of the Body of Christ, we must see the intrinsic

significance of the Ark:
A. The Ark typifies Christ as the presence of the Triune God with His people for the carrying
out of His economy to establish His kingdom on earth—Matt. 1:23.

Matt 1:23

"Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a son, and they shall call His
name Emmanuel” (which is translated, God with us).

B.  The Ark was the center and content of the tabernacle, signifying Christ as the center and content
of the church; the Ark being the first item mentioned in the vision of the tabernacle indicates
that Christ occupies the place of preeminence in the church—Exo. 25:22; Col. 1:17b, 18b:

Exo 25:22

And there | will meet with you, and | will speak with you from above the expiation
cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark of the Testimony, of
everything which | will give you in commandment to the children of Israel.
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Col 1:17b ... and all things cohere in Him;
Col 1:18b ... He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the

1.

first place in all things;
The Ark contained the tablets of the law as the testimony of God, the expression and
revelation of who God is—Exo. 25:16; 31:18.
Exo 25:16 And you shall put into the Ark the Testimony which | shall give you.
Exo 31:18 And when He had finished speaking with him upon Mount Sinai, He gave to
Moses the two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger
of God.

The Ark in the Holy of Holies signifies Christ as the center of God’s dwelling place,
the church (Eph. 2:21-22), and the contents of the church as the house of God (1 Tim.
3:15-16; cf. 1 Sam. 4:22; Rev. 3:20).

Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in
the Lord;
Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

1Tim 3:15  But if | delay, | write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in
the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of
the truth.

1 Tim 3:16  And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in
the flesh, / Justified in the Spirit, / Seen by angels, / Preached among the
nations, / Believed on in the world, / Taken up in glory.

1 Sam 4:22 And she said, The glory has departed from Israel, for the Ark of God has been
taken.

Rev 3:20 Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the
door, then | will come in to him and dine with him and he with Me.

The Ark of acacia wood overlaid with gold signifies the pneumatic Christ as the
embodiment of God and as the mingling of divinity with humanity, the building of God
with man, dwelling in our spirit for us to contact God and enjoy God—2 Tim. 4:22; 2 Cor.
3:17; Col. 2:9; Heb. 9:4:

2Tim 4:22  The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.

2 Cor 3:17  And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

Col 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

Heb 9:4 Having a golden altar and the Ark of the Covenant covered about everywhere with

gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna and Aaron's rod that budded
and the tablets of the covenant,

Acacia wood signifies Christ’s humanity, strong in character and high in standard, as

the basic substance for expressing God—Exo. 25:10; Matt. 3:16; 4:4; 8:20; 9:12-13;

11:29; 12:19-20; 17:27; 20:28; 27:12, 14; Mark 1:35; 6:39-41; John 6:12; 7:6; cf. Acts

16:7.

Exo 25:10  And they shall make an ark of acacia wood: two and a half cubits shall be its
length; and one and a half cubits, its width; and one and a half cubits, its
height.

Matt 3:16 And having been baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water, and
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming upon Him.

Matt 4:4 But He answered and said, It is written, "Man shall not live on bread alone, but
on every word that proceeds out through the mouth of God."

Matt 8:20 And Jesus said to him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of heaven have
roosts, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.

Matt 9:12 Now when He heard this, He said, Those who are strong have no need of a
physician, but those who are ill.

Matt 9:13 But go and learn what this means, "I desire mercy and not sacrifice," for | did
not come to call the righteous, but sinners.

Matt 11:29  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am meek and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.

Matt 12:19  He will not strive nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.
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Matt 12:20 A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench until He

brings forth justice unto victory.

Matt 17:27  But that we do not stumble them, go to the sea and cast a hook, and take the

first fish that comes up. And when you open its mouth, you will find a stater;
take that and give it to them for Me and you.

Matt 20:28  Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His

life as a ransom for many.

Matt 27:12  And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered

nothing.

Matt 27:14  And He did not answer him, not even to one word, so that the governor

marveled greatly.

Mark 1:35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still night, He went out and

went away to a deserted place, and there He prayed.

Mark 6:39 And He ordered them to have all recline by companies on the green grass.
Mark 6:40  And they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties.
Mark 6:41 And He took the five loaves and the two fish and, looking up to heaven, He

blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before
them; and the two fish He divided among all.

John 6:12 And when they were filled, He said to His disciples, Gather the broken pieces

left over that nothing may be lost.

John 7:6 Jesus therefore said to them, My time has not yet come, but your time is

always ready.

Acts 16:7 And when they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, yet the Spirit

of Jesus did not allow them.

2. The acacia wood being overlaid with gold both inside and outside signifies the divine
nature penetrating the human nature and resting on the human nature so that it may be
expressed through the human nature—Exo. 25:11; Rev. 3:18a; 2 Pet. 1:4; cf. Rev.

17:4.

Exo 25:11 And you shall overlay it with pure gold; inside and outside you shall overlay it;

and you shall make a rim of gold upon it all around.

Rev 3:18a | counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire that you may be rich, ...
2 Pet1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises

that through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust.

Rev 17:4 And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and gilded with gold and

precious stone and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations
and the unclean things of her fornication.

The propitiatory cover of the Ark signifies Christ as the meeting place of God and His
redeemed people—Exo. 25:17-22:

Exo 25:17
Exo 25:18
Exo 25:19

Exo 25:20

Exo 25:21

Exo 25:22

And you shall make an expiation cover of pure gold: two and a half cubits shall be its
length, and one and a half cubits, its width.

And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of beaten work you shall make them, at the
two ends of the expiation cover.

And make one cherub at one end and one cherub at the other end; of one piece with
the expiation cover you shall make the cherubim on its two ends.

And the cherubim shall spread out their wings above the cover, covering the
expiation cover with their wings, with their faces toward one another; the faces of the
cherubim shall be toward the expiation cover.

And you shall put the expiation cover upon the Ark above it, and into the Ark you shall
put the Testimony that | shall give you.

And there | will meet with you, and | will speak with you from above the expiation
cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark of the Testimony, of
everything which | will give you in commandment to the children of Israel.

1. Christ is the One who propitiates (Heb. 2:17), the One who appeases the relationship
between God and us, the One who reconciles us to God by satisfying God’s demand

through Himself as the propitiatory sacrifice (1 John 2:2; 4:10).
Heb 2:17 Hence He should have been made like His brothers in all things that He might
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1

become a merciful and faithful High Priest in the things pertaining to God, to
make propitiation for the sins of the people.

John 2:2  And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for
those of the whole world.

John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His
Son as a propitiation for our sins.

Christ is also the propitiatory cover with the shining of His divinity and the redeeming
of His humanity, the place where we enjoy propitiation before God and where we can
meet and fellowship with our righteous, holy, and glorious God to receive Him as
grace—Rom. 3:25; Heb. 4:16:

Rom 3:25 Whom God set forth as a propitiation place through faith in His blood, for the

demonstrating of His righteousness, in that in His forbearance God passed
over the sins that had previously occurred,

Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come forward with boldness to the throne of grace that we may

a.

receive mercy and find grace for timely help.

The two cherubim of gold on the propitiatory cover indicate that God’s glory

shines out from Christ (Exo. 25:18-20); the blood of the propitiatory sacrifice

being sprinkled on the propitiatory cover of the Ark signifies that because of the
blood of Christ’s redemption, we can have fellowship with the righteous God in

the midst of His glory (Lev. 16:14-15).

Exo 25:18  And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of beaten work you shall make
them, at the two ends of the expiation cover.

Exo 25:19  And make one cherub at one end and one cherub at the other end; of one
piece with the expiation cover you shall make the cherubim on its two ends.

Exo 25:20  And the cherubim shall spread out their wings above the cover, covering
the expiation cover with their wings, with their faces toward one another;
the faces of the cherubim shall be toward the expiation cover.

Lev 16:14 And he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his
finger upon the expiation cover toward the east, and before the expiation
cover he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times.

Lev 16:15 Then he shall slaughter the goat of the sin offering, which is for the
people, and bring its blood inside the veil, and do with its blood as he did
with the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it upon the expiation cover and
before the expiation cover.

The more God meets with us and speaks with us, and the more we meet with

God and listen to His speaking, the more of the testimony of God there will be

in our experience.

III. The history of the Ark and the tabernacle portrays the desire of God’s heart,
the desolation of the church, and the recovery of the church for God’s
testimony, God’s expression—Exo. 25:9-10; 26:26-30; 40:38:

Exo 25:9

Exo 25:10
Exo 26:26
Exo 26:27

Exo 26:28
Exo 26:29

Exo 26:30

Exo 40:38

According to all that | show you, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its
furnishings, even so shall you make it.

And they shall make an ark of acacia wood: two and a half cubits shall be its length; and
one and a half cubits, its width; and one and a half cubits, its height.

And you shall make bars of acacia wood, five for the boards of the one side of the
tabernacle,

And five bars for the boards of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards
of the side of the tabernacle at the rear westward.

And the middle bar shall pass through in the center of the boards from end to end.

And you shall overlay the boards with gold, and make their rings of gold as holders for the
bars; and you shall overlay the bars with gold.

And you shall set up the tabernacle according to its plan, which you were shown in the
mountain.

For the cloud of Jehovah was upon the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in it by night,
in the sight of all the house of Israel on all their journeys.
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As the center and content of the tabernacle, the Ark signifies Christ as the center and
content of the church as God’s tabernacle, God’s house, for God’s corporate expression—
25:22; 40:21; Col. 2:9; Eph. 2:21-22; 1 Tim. 3:15.

Exo 25:22 And there | will meet with you, and | will speak with you from above the expiation
cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark of the Testimony, of
everything which | will give you in commandment to the children of Israel.

Exo 40:21 And he brought the Ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil for the screen and
screened the Ark of the Testimony, as Jehovah had commanded Moses.

Col 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord;
Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

1Tim 3:15  But if | delay, | write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.

In the first stage of its history, the Ark was in the tabernacle; this signifies that the normal

church was the expression of Christ, and Christ was the content of the church; however, the

Ark eventually was separated from the tabernacle; this signifies that the church became

degraded and lost the reality and presence of Christ—Exo. 40:34-35; 1 Sam. 4:1—7:2.

Exo 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the
tabernacle.

Exo 40:35  And Moses was not able to enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud settled on it
and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle.

1 Sam 4:1~7:2 be omitted.

The Ark typifies Christ as the embodiment of God and as the presence of the Triune God

with His people for the carrying out of His economy to establish His kingdom on earth

(Josh. 3:3, 10-17); to bring out the Ark was to bring out the presence of God (Num. 10:33-

36; 1 Sam. 4:3-4).

Josh 3:3 And they commanded the people, saying, When you see the Ark of the Covenant of
Jehovah your God and the Levitical priests bearing it, you shall set out from your
place and go after it.

Josh 3:10 And Joshua said, By this you will know that the living God is in your midst, and that
He will most certainly dispossess before you the Canaanites and the Hittites and the
Hivites and the Perizzites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jebusites.

Josh 3:11 The Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth is now crossing over before you
into the Jordan.

Josh 3:12 Therefore now take twelve men for yourselves out of the tribes of Israel, one man for
each tribe.

Josh 3:13 And when the soles of the feet of the priests who carry the Ark of Jehovah, the Lord
of all the earth, come to rest in the waters of the Jordan; the waters of the Jordan, the
waters that flow down from upstream, will be cut off, and they will stand in a heap.

Josh 3:14 And so it happened that when the people set out from their tents to cross over the
Jordan, the priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant were before the people.

Josh 3:15 And when those who carried the Ark came to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests
who carried the Ark dipped into the edge of the water (now the Jordan overflowed all
its banks throughout all the days of the harvest),

Josh 3:16 The waters that flowed down from upstream stood and rose up in a heap a great
distance away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan; and those that flowed down
toward the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people
crossed over from opposite Jericho.

Josh 3:17 And the priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah stood firmly on dry
ground in the middle of the Jordan while all Israel was crossing over on dry ground,
until all the nation had completely crossed over the Jordan.

Num 10:33  So they set out from the mountain of Jehovah three days' journey, with the Ark of the
Covenant of Jehovah setting out before them three days' journey, to seek out a
resting place for them.

Num 10:34  And the cloud of Jehovah was over them by day when they set out from the camp.

Num 10:35 And when the Ark set out, Moses said, Rise up, O Jehovah, and let Your enemies be
scattered; / And let those who hate You flee before You.
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Num 10:36  And when it came to rest, he said, Return, O Jehovah, to the ten thousand thousands
of Israel.

1Sam 4:3  And when the people came to the camp, the elders of Israel said, Why has Jehovah
struck us down today before the Philistines? Let us take for ourselves the Ark of the
Covenant of Jehovah from Shiloh that it may come into our midst, and thus save us
from the hand of our enemies.

1 Sam 4:4 So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they took up from there the Ark of the
Covenant of Jehovah of hosts who is enthroned between the cherubim. And the two
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the Ark of the Covenant of God.

The move of the Ark was a picture of God’s move on the earth in Christ as His embodiment

(Psa. 68:1-18); however, during Israel’s fighting with the Philistines, God did not intend to

move.

Psa 68:1 Let God arise; let His enemies be scattered; / And let those who hate Him flee before
Him.
Psa 68:2 As smoke is driven away, You will drive them away; / As wax melts before fire, / The

wicked will perish before God.
Psa 68:3 But the righteous will rejoice; they will exult before God / And be glad with rejoicing.
Psa 68:4 Sing to God; sing psalms to His name; / Triumph in Him who rides through the

deserts
Psa 68:5 A Father to the orphans and a Judge for the widows / Is God in His holy habitation.
Psa 68:6 God causes the solitary to dwell in a household; / He brings the prisoners forth into

prosperity; / But the rebellious dwell in a parched land.

Psa 68:7 O God, when You went forth before Your people, / When You marched through the
desert, Selah.

Psa 68:8 The earth trembled, the heavens also dripped, / At the presence of God; / Sinai there
quaked / At the presence of God, the God of Israel.

Psa 68:9 You shed forth bountiful rain, O God; / You confirmed Your inheritance when it
languished.

Psa 68:10  Your living flock dwelt in the land; / In Your goodness You provided for the poor, O
God.

Psa 68:11 The Lord gives the command; / The women who bear the glad tidings are a great
host.

Psa 68:12  The kings of the armies flee. / They flee! / And she who abides at home / Divides the
spoil.

Psa 68:13 Though you lie among the sheepfolds, / There are dove wings covered with silver, /
And its pinions, with greenish yellow gold.

Psa 68:14 When the Almighty scattered / The kings in the land, / It snowed on Zalmon.

Psa 68:15 O mighty mountain, O mountain of Bashan, / O many-peaked mountain, O mountain
of Bashan:

Psa 68:16 Why do you look with envy, O many-peaked mountains, / At the mountain on which
God desires to dwell? / Indeed Jehovah will dwell there forever.

Psa 68:17  The chariots of God are twenty thousand, / Thousands upon thousands; / The Lord is
among them, / As at Sinai, in the sanctuary.

Psa 68:18  You have ascended on high; You have led captive those taken captive; / You have
received gifts among men, / Even the rebellious ones also, / That Jehovah God may
dwell among them.

The children of Israel had no thought of or concern for God’s economy, and their bringing

out the Ark to battle the Philistines indicated that they were usurping God, even forcing

Him to go out with them for their safety, peace, rest, and profit.

In principle, we do the same thing whenever we pray for our prosperity without any

consideration of God’s economy; instead of usurping God, we should pray, live, and be

persons, like Samuel, according to God’s heart and for His economy.

Today men are replacing God’s testimony with man’s need; when man’s need replaces

God’s testimony, degradation begins and problems arise; the Ark was not only the Ark of

God (1 Sam. 4:11, 13, 17-19, 21-22) but also the Ark of the Testimony (Exo. 25:22; 40:21).
1 Sam 4:11 And the Ark of God was taken, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas,
died.
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1 Sam 4:13 And when he came, there was Eli, sitting on his seat by the roadside watching; for his
heart trembled for the Ark of God. And when the man came to tell the news to the
city, the whole city cried out.

1 Sam 4:17 And he who brought the news answered and said, Israel fled before the Philistines,
and there was a great slaughter among the people; and even your two sons, Hophni
and Phinehas, are dead; and the Ark of God has been taken.

1 Sam 4:18 And when he mentioned the Ark of God, Eli fell from off his seat backward by the side
of the gate. And he broke his neck and died, for he was an old man and heavy. And
he had judged Israel forty years.

1 Sam 4:19 And his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant, about to deliver; and
when she heard the report that the Ark of God had been taken and that her father-in-
law and her husband had died, she bowed down and gave birth, for her pains came
upon her.

1 Sam 4:21 And she named the child Ichabod, meaning, The glory has departed from Israel,
because the Ark of God had been taken and because of her father-in-law and her
husband.

1 Sam 4:22 And she said, The glory has departed from Israel, for the Ark of God has been taken.

Exo 25:22 And there | will meet with you, and | will speak with you from above the expiation
cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark of the Testimony, of
everything which | will give you in commandment to the children of Israel.

Exo 40:21 And he brought the Ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil for the screen and
screened the Ark of the Testimony, as Jehovah had commanded Moses.

Israel should have repented, made a thorough confession, returned to God from their idols,

and inquired of God as to what He wanted them to do.

Instead, having no heart for God’s desire or for His eternal economy, they exercised their

superstition to trust in the Ark based on their past victories that they had experienced

through the move of the Ark.

Due to Israel’s degradation, the Ark was captured by the Philistines and was separated from

the tabernacle, leaving the tabernacle an empty vessel with no reality, no proper content (1

Sam. 4:11—6:1); this signifies that in the second stage of its history, the church became

degraded and lost the reality and presence of Christ (chs. 3—4; Rev. 3:20).

1 Sam 4:11~6:1 be omitted.

1Sam 3~4  be omitted.

Rev 3:20 Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door,
then | will come in to him and dine with him and he with Me.

In their degradation Israel was foolish because they did not trust in God directly; rather,

they trusted in the systems ordained by God; before bringing the Ark of God out of the

tabernacle, they should have checked with God as Joshua did at Jericho (Josh. 6:2-4; cf.

9:14).

Josh 6:2 And Jehovah said to Joshua, See, | have given Jericho and its king and the mighty
men of valor into your hand.

Josh 6:3 And you shall circle the city, all the men of valor, going around the city one time. Thus
shall you do for six days.

Josh 6:4 And seven priests shall carry seven trumpets of rams' horns before the Ark. Then on
the seventh day you shall circle the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the
trumpets.

Josh 9:14 And the men took some of their provisions, but they did not ask for the counsel of
Jehovah.

From the depths of our spirit we should say to the Lord, “Lord, I am not here on earth for
my health, my prosperity, my safety, my peace, my rest, or my profit; because I want to be
a true overcoming Nazarite cooperating with You for the fulfillment of Your economy, I
ask You what is on Your heart concerning me”—1 Sam. 2:30b, 35; Num. 6:1-9; cf. 1 Kings
8:48; Jer. 32:39.

1 Sam 2:30b ...for those who honor Me | will honor, and those who spurn Me will be lightly
esteemed.
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1 Sam 2:35

Num 6:1
Num 6:2

Num 6:3

Num 6:4

Num 6:5

Num 6:6
Num 6:7

Num 6:8
Num 6:9

1 Kings 8:48

Jer 32:39

And | will raise up for Myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in My
heart and in My mind; and | will build him a sure house; and he will go before My
anointed continually.

Then Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,

Speak to the children of Israel and say to them, When a man or a woman makes a
special vow, the vow of a Nazarite, to separate himself to Jehovah,

He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink; he shall drink no vinegar of
wine or vinegar of strong drink, nor shall he drink any juice of grapes, nor eat fresh or
dried grapes.

All the days of his separation he shall eat nothing that is produced by the grape vine,
from the seeds even to the skin.

All the days of his vow of separation no razor shall pass over his head. He shall be
holy until the days are fulfilled for which he separated himself to Jehovah; he shall let
the locks of the hair of his head grow long.

All the days that he separates himself to Jehovah he shall not come near a dead
person.

He shall not make himself unclean for his father or for his mother, for his brother or
for his sister, when they die, because his separation to God is upon his head.

All the days of his separation he is holy to Jehovah.

And if anyone dies very suddenly beside him so that he defiles the head of his
separation, then he shall shave his head on the day he becomes clean; on the
seventh day shall he shave it.

And if they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their
enemies, who have carried them captive, and they pray to You toward their land that
You have given to their fathers, the city that You have chosen, and the house that |
have built for Your name;

And | will give them one heart and one way, to fear Me all the days, for their own
good and for the good of their children after them.

In their degradation the children of Israel offended God to the uttermost, and God left them;
eventually, instead of the Ark saving Israel, the Ark itself was captured, and the glory of
God departed from Israel (1 Sam. 2:30, 34; 4:10-18, 22; Psa. 78:61); to be “Arkless” is to
be “Christless,” and to be “Christless” means that there is “Ichabod,” meaning No Glory (1
Sam. 4:21-22; Rev. 3:20).

1 Sam 2:30

1 Sam 2:34
1 Sam 4:10

1 Sam 4:11
1 Sam 4:12

1 Sam 4:13

1 Sam 4:14

1 Sam 4:15
1 Sam 4:16

1 Sam 4:17

1 Sam 4:18

Therefore Jehovah the God of Israel declares, | surely said that your house and the
house of your father would walk before Me forever; but now Jehovah declares, Far be
it from Me; for those who honor Me | will honor, and those who spurn Me will be
lightly esteemed.

And this will be the sign to you, which will come upon your two sons, upon Hophni
and Phinehas: In one day both of them shall die.

And the Philistines fought, and they struck Israel; and every man fled to his tent. And
there was a very great slaughter, for thirty thousand foot soldiers of Israel fell.

And the Ark of God was taken, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.
And a man of Benjamin ran from the array and came to Shiloh on the same day, with
his clothes torn and earth upon his head.

And when he came, there was Eli, sitting on his seat by the roadside watching; for his
heart trembled for the Ark of God. And when the man came to tell the news to the
city, the whole city cried out.

And when Eli heard the sound of the cry, he said, What does this sound of
commotion mean? And the man hurried and came and told Eli.

Now Eli was ninety-eight years old; and his eyes were set, and he could not see.

And the man said to Eli, | am he who has come from the array, and | fled from the
array today. And he said, How did the matter go, my son?

And he who brought the news answered and said, Israel fled before the Philistines,
and there was a great slaughter among the people; and even your two sons, Hophni
and Phinehas, are dead; and the Ark of God has been taken.

And when he mentioned the Ark of God, Eli fell from off his seat backward by the side
of the gate. And he broke his neck and died, for he was an old man and heavy. And
he had judged Israel forty years.
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1 Sam 4:22 And she said, The glory has departed from Israel, for the Ark of God has been taken.
Psa 78:61 And He gave over His Ark into captivity, / And His glory into the hand of the

adversary.

1 Sam 4:21 And she named the child Ichabod, meaning, The glory has departed from Israel,

because the Ark of God had been taken and because of her father-in-law and her
husband.

Rev 3:20 Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door,

then | will come in to him and dine with him and he with Me.

IV. Later, the Ark was recovered and brought first to the house of Abinadab at
Kiriath-jearim, where it remained for twenty years (1 Sam. 6:2—7:2), and
then to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite, where it stayed for three months
(2 Sam. 6:1-11; cf. 1 Sam. 1:24; Josh. 18:1); this signifies that beginning from
the second century a number of “Obed-edoms” were raised up, who had the
Lord’s presence (the Ark) but did not have the proper church life as the
expression of Christ (the tabernacle).

1 Sam 6:2

1 Sam 6:3

1 Sam 6:4

1 Sam 6:5

1 Sam 6:6

1 Sam 6:7

1 Sam 6:8

1 Sam 6:9

1 Sam 6:10
1 Sam 6:11

1 Sam 6:12

1 Sam 6:13

1 Sam 6:14

1 Sam 6:15

1 Sam 6:16
1 Sam 6:17

And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners and said, What shall we do with
the Ark of Jehovah? Make known to us how we should send it forth to its place.

And they said, If you send away the Ark of the God of Israel, do not send it away empty, but
be sure to return Him a trespass offering. Then you will be healed, and it will be made
known to you why His hand has not turned away from you.

And they said, What is the trespass offering that we should return to Him? And they said,
Five golden tumors and five golden mice, according to the number of the lords of the
Philistines; for one plague was upon you all and upon your lords.

Therefore you shall make images of your tumors and images of your mice that devastate
the land, and you shall give glory to the God of Israel; perhaps He will lighten His hand on
you and your gods and your land.

Why then should you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their
hearts? When He had dealt severely with them, did they not let the people go, and they
went?

So now take and prepare a new cart and two milch cows on which the yoke has never
come, and tie the cows to the cart, and bring their calves home, away from them.

And take the Ark of Jehovah and put it on the cart; and in a box by the side of it, place the
articles of gold which you are returning to Him as a trespass offering; and send it away that
it may go.

Then watch: If it goes up toward its own border at Beth-shemesh, it is He who has done us
this great harm. But if it does not, we will know that it was not His hand that struck us; it
happened to us by chance.

And the men did so and took two milch cows and tied them to the cart and shut up their
calves at home.

And they put the Ark of Jehovah on the cart with the box and the gold mice and the images
of their tumors.

And the cows went straight in the way toward Beth-shemesh; they went on one road, lowing
as they went; and they did not turn to the right or to the left. And the lords of the Philistines
went after them as far as the border of Beth-shemesh.

Now the people of Beth-shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley. And when
they lifted up their eyes and saw the Ark, they rejoiced to see it.

And the cart came into the field of Joshua the Beth-shemeshite and stood still there. And
there was a great stone there. And they split up the wood of the cart and offered up the
cows as a burnt offering to Jehovah.

Then the Levites took down the Ark of Jehovah and the box that was with it, in which were
the articles of gold; and they placed them on the great stone. And the men of Beth-
shemesh offered up burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices that day to Jehovah.

And when the five lords of the Philistines saw this, they returned to Ekron that day.

And these are the gold tumors that the Philistines returned to Jehovah as a trespass
offering: for Ashdod, one; for Gaza, one; for Ashkelon, one; for Gath, one; for Ekron,
one;
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1 Sam 6:18

1 Sam 6:19

1 Sam 6:20
1 Sam 6:21

1Sam 7:1

1Sam 7:2
2 Sam 6:1
2 Sam 6:2
2 Sam 6:3
2 Sam 6:4

2 Sam 6:5

2 Sam 6:6
2 Sam 6:7
2 Sam 6:8
2 Sam 6:9
2 Sam 6:10
2 Sam 6:11

1 Sam 1:24

Josh 18:1

And the gold mice, according to the number of all the cities of the Philistines that belonged
to the five lords, both of fortified cities and country villages, as far as the great stone on
which they rested the Ark of Jehovah, which is there to this day, in the field of Joshua the
Beth-shemeshite.

And He struck the men of Beth-shemesh because they looked into the Ark of Jehovah; and
He struck seventy men among the people. And the people mourned because Jehovah
struck the people with a great slaughter.

And the men of Beth-shemesh said, Who can stand before Jehovah, this holy God? And to
whom shall He go up from us?

And they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, saying, The Philistines have
returned the Ark of Jehovah; come down and take it up to you.

And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the Ark of Jehovah and brought it to the
house of Abinadab on the hill, and they consecrated Eleazar his son to keep the Ark of
Jehovah.

And it was a long time from the day that the Ark began to abide in Kiriath-jearim, for it was
twenty years. And all the house of Israel lamented after Jehovah.

And David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand.

And David rose up and went with all the people who were with him from Baale-judah to
bring up from there the Ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of Jehovah of
hosts, who is enthroned between the cherubim.

And they set the Ark of God upon a new cart and brought it out of the house of Abinadab,
which was on the hill. And Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.

And they brought it with the Ark of God out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill;
and Ahio went before the Ark.

And David and all the house of Israel played before Jehovah on all manner of instruments
of cypress wood, with lyres and with harps and with tambourines and with sistrums and with
cymbals.

And when they came to Nachon's threshing floor, Uzzah reached out for the Ark of God and
took hold of it; for the oxen had stumbled.

And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his
error; and he died there by the Ark of God.

And David was angry because Jehovah had broken forth with an outburst upon Uzzah; and
that place has been called Perez-uzzah to this day.

And David was afraid of Jehovah that day; and he said, How shall the Ark of Jehovah come
to me?

So David did not want to remove the Ark of Jehovah to himself in the city of David. But
David carried it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite.

And the Ark of Jehovah remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months; and
Jehovah blessed Obed-edom and all his household.

And as soon as she weaned him, she brought him up with her, along with three bulls and
one ephah of flour and a skin of wine; and she brought him to the house of Jehovah in
Shiloh, although the child was young.

And the whole assembly of the children of Israel gathered together at Shiloh, and they set
up the Tent of Meeting there; and the land was subdued before them.

David moved the Ark from Obed-edom’s house to a tent that he had prepared
for it in his own city, at Mount Zion, the choicest place in Jerusalem (2 Sam.
6:12-19; 1 Chron. 15:1—16:1); this was an improved situation, but the Ark was
still in an improper place because it had not been returned to the tabernacle:

2 Sam 6:12

2 Sam 6:13
2 Sam 6:14

2 Sam 6:15

And it was told King David, saying, Jehovah has blessed the house of Obed-edom and all
that he has because of the Ark of God. So David went and brought up the Ark of God from
the house of Obed-edom into the city of David with rejoicing.

And when those who bore the Ark of Jehovah had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and
a fatling.

And David danced with all his might before Jehovah; and David was girded with a linen
ephod.

So David and all the house of Israel brought up the Ark of Jehovah with shouting and with
the sound of the trumpet.
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1 Chron 15:27

And when the Ark of Jehovah came into the city of David, Michal the daughter of Saul
looked down through a window and saw King David leaping and dancing before Jehovabh;
and she despised him in her heart.

And they brought in the Ark of Jehovah and set it in its place in the midst of the tent that
David had pitched for it. And David offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings before
Jehovah.

And when David finished offering up the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he
blessed the people in the name of Jehovah of hosts.

And he apportioned to all the people, to the whole multitude of Israel, to both men and
women, to each one, a cake of bread and a portion of meat and a cake of raisins. And all
the people went away, each to his own house.

And David made houses for himself in the city of David, and he prepared a place for the
Ark of God and pitched a tent for it.

Then David said, None should bear the Ark of God except the Levites, for Jehovah has
chosen them to bear the Ark of Jehovah and to minister to Him forever.

So David assembled all Israel at Jerusalem in order to bring up the Ark of Jehovah to its
place, which he had prepared for it.

And David gathered the sons of Aaron and the Levites:

Of the sons of Kohath, Uriel the leader, and his brothers, one hundred twenty;

Of the sons of Merari, Asaiah the leader, and his brothers, two hundred twenty;

Of the sons of Gershom, Joel the leader, and his brothers, one hundred thirty;

Of the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the leader, and his brothers, two hundred;

Of the sons of Hebron, Eliel the leader, and his brothers, eighty;

Of the sons of Uzziel, Amminadab the leader, and his brothers, one hundred twelve.

And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priests and the Levites, for Uriel, Asaiah and
Joel, Shemaiah and Eliel and Amminadab;

And he said to them, You are the heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites; sanctify
yourselves, you and your brothers, and bring up the Ark of Jehovah the God of Israel to
the place that | have prepared for it.

For because you did not bring it up the first time, Jehovah our God broke forth upon us;
for we did not seek Him according to the ordinance.

So the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves in order to bring up the Ark of
Jehovah the God of Israel.

And the sons of the Levites bore the Ark of God as Moses had commanded, according to
the word of Jehovah, upon their shoulders with the poles upon them.

And David told the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brothers as singers with musical
instruments-harps, lyres, loud-sounding cymbals-to raise sounds of joy.

So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brothers, Asaph the son of
Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their brothers, Ethan the son of Kushaiah;

And with them their brothers of the second order: Zechariah, and Jaaziel, and
Shemiramoth and Jehiel and Unni, Eliab and Benaiah and Maaseiah and Mattithiah and
Eliphelehu and Mikneiah, and Obed-edom and Jeiel, the doorkeepers.

So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were appointed to sound aloud with bronze
cymbals;

And Zechariah and Aziel and Shemiramoth and Jehiel and Unni and Eliab and Maaseiah
and Benaiah with harps set to alamoth;

And Mattithiah and Eliphelehu and Mikneiah and Obed-edom and Jeiel and Azaziah were
appointed to lead with lyres set to sheminith.

And Chenaniah, the leader of the Levites, was over the song; he instructed about the
song, because he was skillful.

And Berechiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for the Ark.

And Shebaniah and Joshaphat and Nethanel and Amasai and Zechariah and Benaiah
and Eliezer, the priests, blew the trumpets before the Ark of God; and Obed-edom and
Jehiah were doorkeepers for the Ark.

So David and the elders of Israel and the captains of thousands went to bring up the Ark
of the Covenant of Jehovah from the house of Obed-edom with rejoicing.

And because God helped the Levites who bore the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah, they
sacrificed seven bulls and seven rams.

And David was clothed with a fine linen robe, as were all the Levites who bore the Ark
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and the singers and Chenaniah, the song leader of the singers; and David had on a linen
ephod.

1 Chron 15:28 So all Israel brought up the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah with shouting and with the
sound of the horn and with trumpets and with cymbals, sounding aloud with harps and
lyres.

1 Chron 15:29 And when the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah came to the city of David, Michal the
daughter of Saul looked down through a window and saw King David dancing and
playing; and she despised him in her heart.

1 Chron 16:1  And they brought the Ark of God and set it in the midst of the tent that David had pitched
for it. And they offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings before God.

A. This situation signifies that other believers who, like David, cared for God’s interests,

attempted to practice the church life according to their own choice, not according to God’s

revelation.

B.  These believers had Christ, but they had Him with an improper practice of the church life
(typified by David’s tent in Jerusalem)—cf. 1 Kings 3:3-15.

1 Kings 3:3
1 Kings 3:4
1 Kings 3:5

1 Kings 3:6

1 Kings 3:7
1 Kings 3:8
1 Kings 3:9
1 Kings 3:10

1 Kings 3:11

1 Kings 3:12

1 Kings 3:13
1 Kings 3:14

1 Kings 3:15

And Solomon loved Jehovah, walking in the statutes of David his father; however he
sacrificed and burned incense in the high places.

And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place; a
thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer on that altar.

In Gibeon Jehovah appeared to Solomon in a dream at night; and God said, Ask
what | should give you.

And Solomon said, You have shown great lovingkindness to Your servant David my
father, because he walked before You in truth and righteousness and in uprightness
of heart with You; and You have kept for him this great lovingkindness and have
given him a son to sit upon his throne, as it is this day.

And now, O Jehovah my God, You have made Your servant king in the place of
David my father, though | am a little child; | do not know how to go out or come in.
And Your servant is in the midst of Your people, whom You have chosen, a vast
people that cannot be numbered or counted for multitude.

Give therefore to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people and to
discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?
And this word seemed good in the sight of the Lord, that Solomon had asked for this
matter.

And God said to him, Because you have asked for this matter and have not asked for
long life for yourself and have not asked for riches for yourself and have not asked for
the life of your enemies, but have asked for discernment for yourself to understand
justice;

| now do according to your words. | now give you a heart of wisdom and
understanding, so that there has been no one like you before you, nor will one rise up
after you like you.

And | also give you that for which you did not ask, both riches and glory, so that there
will be no one among kings like you all your days.

And if you walk in My ways, keeping My statutes and My commandments, as David
your father walked, | will extend your days.

Then Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. And he went to Jerusalem and
stood before the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah, and he offered up burnt offerings
and offered peace offerings and made a feast for all his servants.

VI. Finally, after Solomon finished the building of the temple in Jerusalem, the
Ark was moved into the Holy of Holies in the temple for a full recovery of the
normal situation; today in His recovery the Lord is working to restore the
normal condition of Christ within the proper church as the reality of the Body
of Christ for His expression—8:1-11, 48; Eph. 2:21-22; 3:16-21.

1 Kings 8:1  Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of
the fathers' houses of the children of Israel, before King Solomon in Jerusalem in order to
bring up the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah from the city of David, which is Zion.
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VII

1 Kings 8:2

1 Kings 8:3
1 Kings 8:4

1 Kings 8:5

1 Kings 8:6
1 Kings 8:7

1 Kings 8:8
1 Kings 8:9
1 Kings 8:10

1 Kings 8:11

1 Kings 8:48

Eph 2:21
Eph 2:22
Eph 3:16
Eph 3:17
Eph 3:18
Eph 3:19
Eph 3:20

Eph 3:21

And all the men of Israel assembled themselves before King Solomon at the feast in the
month of Ethnaim, which is the seventh month.

And when all the elders of Israel came, the priests took up the Ark;

And they brought up the Ark of Jehovah and the Tent of Meeting and all the holy vessels
that were in the tent; and the priests and Levites brought them up.

And King Solomon and all the assembly of Israel, who had assembled before him and were
with him before the Ark, were sacrificing sheep and oxen which could not be counted or
numbered for multitude.

And the priests brought the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah to its place, into the innermost
sanctuary of the house, into the Holy of Holies under the wings of the cherubim.

For the cherubim had their wings spread out over the place of the Ark, and the cherubim
covered the Ark and its poles overhead.

And the poles extended out so that the ends of the poles could be seen from the Holy Place
before the innermost sanctuary, but they were not seen outside; and they are there to this
day.

There was nothing in the Ark except the two stone tablets, which Moses placed there at
Horeb when Jehovah made a covenant with the children of Israel when they came out of
the land of Egypt.

And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, the cloud filled the house of Jehovah;
And the priests were not able to stand and minister because of the cloud, for the glory of
Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah.

And if they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their
enemies, who have carried them captive, and they pray to You toward their land that You
have given to their fathers, the city that You have chosen, and the house that | have built for
Your name;

In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord;

In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with
power through His Spirit into the inner man,

That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and
grounded in love,

May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length and
height and depth are

And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled unto all the
fullness of God.

But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power which operates in us,

To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations forever and
ever. Amen.

The history of the Ark and the tabernacle is a prefigure of church history,

giving us a full portrait of the course and situation of the church from the very

beginning to the present time; there are five main aspects of this history:

A. The first situation is that of the church with Christ in it; this is typified by the Ark in the
tabernacle, with the Ark as the content and the tabernacle as its expression; this is a picture

of the first stage of the church in an absolutely normal condition of Christ being the content

of the church and the church being the expression of Christ—Exo. 40:34-38; Eph. 3:16-21.
Exo 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the

tabernacle.

Exo 40:35  And Moses was not able to enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud settled on it

and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle.

Exo 40:36 And whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel

set out on all their journeys;

Exo 40:37 But if the cloud was not taken up, they did not set out until the day that it was taken

up.

Exo 40:38  For the cloud of Jehovah was upon the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in it by

night, in the sight of all the house of Israel on all their journeys.
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Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with
power through His Spirit into the inner man,

Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted
and grounded in love,

Eph 3:18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length
and height and depth are

Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled unto all
the fullness of God.

Eph 3:20 But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power which operates in us,
Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations forever

and ever. Amen.
The second situation is that of the church without Christ in it; this is typified by the Ark
being captured and separated from the tabernacle because of the failure of the people of
God; the tabernacle becoming empty portrays the failures of the Christians that caused the
church to lose the reality and presence of Christ—Rev. 2:4-5; 3:20.

Rev 2:4 But | have one thing against you, that you have left your first love.

Rev 2:5 Remember therefore where you have fallen from and repent and do the first works;
but if not, | am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place, unless
you repent.

Rev 3:20 Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door,

then | will come in to him and dine with him and he with Me.
The third situation is that of Christ without the church; this is typified by the Ark being
without the tabernacle; first, in the house of Abinadab at Kiriath-jearim for twenty years (1
Sam. 7:1-2) and then in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite for three months (2 Sam. 6:10-
12), the Ark was apart from the tabernacle; church history reveals that from the second

century to the present time there have been many Obed-edoms.

1 Sam 7:1 And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took up the Ark of Jehovah and brought it to
the house of Abinadab on the hill, and they consecrated Eleazar his son to keep the
Ark of Jehovah.

1Sam 7:2  And it was a long time from the day that the Ark began to abide in Kiriath-jearim, for it
was twenty years. And all the house of Israel lamented after Jehovah.

2 Sam 6:10 So David did not want to remove the Ark of Jehovah to himself in the city of David.
But David carried it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite.

2Sam 6:11  And the Ark of Jehovah remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three
months; and Jehovah blessed Obed-edom and all his household.

2Sam 6:12 And it was told King David, saying, Jehovah has blessed the house of Obed-edom
and all that he has because of the Ark of God. So David went and brought up the Ark
of God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of David with rejoicing.

The fourth situation is that of Christ with an inadequate church; David had prepared a tent

for the Ark in Jerusalem, but it was not according to the pattern revealed by God to Moses;

many Christians have the Ark—Christ—with an inadequate church—v. 17; 1 Chron. 15:1;

2 Chron. 1:4; Exo. 25:9.

2 Sam 6:17 And they brought in the Ark of Jehovah and set it in its place in the midst of the tent
that David had pitched for it. And David offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings
before Jehovah.

1 Chron 15:1 And David made houses for himself in the city of David, and he prepared a place for
the Ark of God and pitched a tent for it.

2 Chron 1:4 However David had brought up the Ark of God from Kiriath-jearim to the place that
David had prepared for it, for he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem.

Exo 25:9 According to all that | show you, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its
furnishings, even so shall you make it.

The fifth situation is that of Christ with a proper church; this is typified by the Ark with the

proper tabernacle that has been enlarged and increased to be the temple; it is in this

situation—Christ as the reality with a proper church as His expression—that we feel

completely at home—Psa. 90:1-2; 91:1-16; 92:12-15; 132:5, 8; 1 Chron. 28:11-20; 2

56



Chron. 3:1.
Psa 90:1
Psa 90:2
Psa 91:1
Psa 91:2
Psa 91:3
Psa 91:4

Psa 91:5
Psa 91:6

Psa 91:7

Psa 91:8
Psa 91:9

Psa 91:10
Psa 91:11
Psa 91:12
Psa 91:13
Psa 91:14
Psa 91:15

Psa 91:16
Psa 92:12

Psa 92:13
Psa 92:14
Psa 92:15
Psa 132:5

Psa 132:8
1 Chron 28:11

1 Chron 28:12

1 Chron 28:13

1 Chron 28:14

1 Chron 28:15

1 Chron 28:16

1 Chron 28:17

1 Chron 28:18

O Lord, You have been our dwelling place / In all generations.

Before the mountains were brought forth, / And before You gave birth to the earth
and the world, / Indeed from eternity to eternity, You are God.

He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High / Will abide in the shadow of the
Almighty.

| say of Jehovah, / My refuge and My fortress, / My God in whom | trust!

For He will deliver You / From the snare of the fowler, / From the deadly pestilence.
With His pinions He will cover You, / And under His wings You will take refuge; / His
truth is a shield and a buckler.

You will not be afraid of the terror by night, / Or of the arrow that flies by day,

Or of the pestilence that walks in darkness, / Or of the destruction that lays waste at
noon.

A thousand will fall at Your side, / And ten thousand at Your right hand; / But it will
not come near to You.

You will only look on with Your eyes / And see the recompense of the wicked.

For You have made Jehovah, who is my refuge, / Even the Most High, Your
habitation;

No evil will befall You, / Nor will any plague come near Your tent.

For He will give His angels charge concerning You / To keep You in all Your ways.
They will bear You up in their hands, / Lest You dash Your foot against a stone.

You will tread upon the lion and the cobra; / You will trample the young lion and the
serpent.

Because He has set His love upon Me, | will rescue Him; / | will set Him on high,
because He has known My name.

He will call upon Me, and | will answer Him. / | will be with Him in distress; / | will
deliver Him and honor Him.

With an extension of His days | will satisfy Him, / And | will show Him My salvation.
The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree; / He will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.

Planted in the house of Jehovah, / They will flourish in the courts of our God.

They will still bring forth fruit in old age; / They will be full of sap and green;

To declare that Jehovah is upright; / He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness
in Him.

Until | find a place for Jehovah, / A tabernacle for the Mighty One of Jacob.

Arise, O Jehovah, unto Your resting place, / You and the Ark of Your strength.

Then David gave Solomon his son the pattern of the portico of the temple and its
buildings and its storehouses and its upper rooms and its inner rooms and the
building for the expiation cover;

And the pattern of all that he had by the Spirit, for the courts of the house of
Jehovah, and for all the chambers around, and for the treasuries of the house of
God, and for the treasuries of the dedicated gifts;

And for the divisions of the priests and the Levites, and for all the work of the
service of the house of Jehovah, and for all the vessels of the service of the house
of Jehovah;

And for the gold, by weight of the gold for all the vessels of each kind of service; for
all the vessels of silver, by weight for all the vessels for each kind of service;

And for the weight of the lampstands of gold and their lamps of gold, by weight for
each lampstand and its lamps; and for the weight of the lampstands of silver, by
weight for the lampstand and its lamps, according to the service of each kind of
lampstand

And for the gold, by weight for the tables of the rows of bread for each table, and for
the silver for the tables of silver;

And for the flesh hooks and the basins and the pitchers, of pure gold; and for the
bowls of gold, by weight for each bowl; and for the bowls of silver, by weight for
each bowl;

And for the incense altar of refined gold, by weight; and gold for the figure of the
chariot, that is, the cherubim, spreading out their wings and covering the Ark of the
Covenant of Jehovah.
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1 Chron 28:19 All this, said David, has He made clear by a writing from the hand of Jehovah upon

1 Chron 28:20

2 Chron 3:1

me, all the details of the pattern.

And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and be bold and do it; do not be
afraid or dismayed, for Jehovah God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you nor
forsake you until the completion of all the work for the service of the house of
Jehovah.

And Solomon began to build the house of Jehovah in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah,
where He had appeared to David his father, at the place that David prepared, on
the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.
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